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FOCUS: MAKING SOMETHING OUT OF NOTHING

TEXT: Philippians 4:13“I can do all things through Christ

which strengtheneth me.”

Words of wisdom: Driven by passionate conviction, you

can do anything you want with your life except, give up on

something you care about. What generates passion and

zeal in you is a clue to revealing your destiny. What you

love is a clue to something you contain. Let the passion

within you rise to meet your destiny. 101 Greatness

propeller: Volume 3; Page 66
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INTRODUCTION

Every human being in this world is born to dominate and

subdue his or her world. (Genesis 1:28). A child of God has a

higher advantage because he or she is a special person chosen

to show forth the praises of God (physically, spiritually,

materially, financially etc.). (I Peter 2:9). As a child of God,

you are born to rule and dominate your world, because God has

deposited in you all it takes to rule your world and accomplish

your mission and dreams in life. If you are actually born again,

you are a little god and a child of the Most High (Psalm

82:6,I have said, Ye are gods; and all of you are children

of the most High) (John 10:34 Jesus answered them, Is it

not written in your law, I said, Ye are gods).As a little god,

it implies that you are empowered to do certain things God

does and even greater (John 14:12Verily, verily, I say unto

you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he

do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because

I go unto my father).

Words of wisdom:“God has made you special for a

purpose. He has an assignment for you that no one else

can do as well as you can. God has given each person the

measure of faith to do what He’s called them to do. Every

person is gifted. With God’s help, you can be one of the

few successes. Your life makes a

difference...”101Greatness Propeller: Volume 1; Page

32
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GOD CREATED THE EARTH OUT OF NOTHING

God created the earth out of nothing as recorded in Genesis

1:1-5.

“In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. And

the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon

the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the

face of the waters. And God said, Let there be light: and

there was light. And God saw the light, that it was good: and

God divided the light from the darkness. And God called the

light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening

and the morning were the first day.”

The biblical account above reveals God’s glory of creating a

thing out of nothing. Indeed, God loves creativity and also

wants His children to be creative.

 As a little god, chosen to show forth God’s praises, you

can make something out of nothing, because you possess

God’s character who creates something out of nothing.

 A child of God can make a design or convert waste

materials or useless products into new materials or

products of better quality and a higher environmental

value.

EVERY CHILD OF GOD IS ON A MISSION

One of the ways God expects a child of God to rule his or her

world is to bring people to the saving knowledge of Christ.

Nothing could be more honourable and worthy of eternal
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reward than a life style that is dedicated to soul winning. This

is number one God’s plan for you as a child of God on earth.

This is why the Psalmist prayed that God’s waymay be known

upon the earth and His saving health among all nations (Psalm

67:2)

YOU ARECREATED TO DOMINATE AND BE CREATIVE

God’s plan for man is that we should have dominion over our

environment as recorded in Genesis 1:28. And God blessed

them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful and multiply,

and replenish the earth, and subdue it, and have dominion

over the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every

living thing that moveth upon the earth. The Almighty God

owns everything, everywhere, in both the natural and

supernatural realms (Psalm 24:1 The earth is the LORD’S,

and the fullness thereof; the word, and they that dwell

therein.); and He has also made us kings and rulers in our

domains.

 As kingdom citizens, we are to reflect the character of

our king who is righteous, just, benevolent, compassionate

and full of glory.

 A citizen of the kingdom of Heaven automatically

prospers because the king of Heaven is the wealthiest of

all. Our father, the king of Heaven must be in our hearts

and lives.

 As kings, we are expected to dominate our environment

and rule by decree. When a king makes a decree in his

kingdom, no one can counter his orders, negate his

pronouncements, set aside his decrees, or amend his

statutes.
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Wordsofwisdom: “God has already given you what you

need to begin creating your future and all the while, we

are ignoring the opportunities God has put within our

reach. People always overstate the importance of things

they don’t have, God will never ask you for something you

can’t give him. He wants you to start with what He’s given

you. The Lord guides...” 101 Greatness Propeller: Volume

4; Page 43

IDEA RULES THE WORLD

To have an idea is to have a goal and be purposeful (Daniel 1:8.

But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile

himself with the portion of the king’s meat, nor with the

wine which he drank: therefore he requested of the prince

of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself).

A life without a purpose is wasteful. Martin Luther Jnr said

“A man without a purpose is not fit to live.”An idea is a

specific thought or concept that arises in the mind of a

person as a result of thinking.

 Idea is an important factor that can guarantee success in

life.

 Idea breeds knowledge and once there is knowledge,

fears is gone, because man usually fears what he has no

knowledge of. When there is knowledge, there is no more
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mystery and confusion; hence victory can be easily

achieved. “My people are destroyed for lack of

knowledge......” Hosea 4:6

 As a child of God, you must have divine inspiration.

 Ideas are the fountain and source of the world’s treasury

of wisdom. Having idea is a vital tool in arousing

performance and bringing about reform. Ideas have the

ability to change the inner nature of man and have the

power to transform nothing to something with the

strength of Christ in you. Philippians. 4:13 I can do all

things through Christ that strengthen me.

Words of wisdom: “If you don’t know where you are going,

any road will take you there. Life is daily and constantly

demanding of our time, energy, talent, attention and

focus. You must know what your priorities are. The

absence of priority is dangerous and detrimental.

Prioritising sharpens your vision so you can focus on

important things. The Lord relieves...”Greatness

propeller: Volume 1; Page 60

DO YOU HAVE AN IDEA?

As a child of God, your mind should receive new ideas and lay

aside old and obsolete ones.Proverb 10:14 says“Wise men

lay-up knowledge: but the mouth of the foolish is near

destruction”.Success starts with an idea. When nourished

with hope, confidence and encouraged by ambition and
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aspiration, that single idea takes shape as a dream, vision, and

goal in stages. You must allow your ideas to grow, no matter

how farfetched or nonconformist they may seem in the

beginning.You must give wings to your ideas and let them fly

high.

Whatever a man thinks, he becomes. Proverb 23:7 “For as he

thinketh in his heart, so is he: Eat and drink, said he to

thee; but his heart is not with thee.”

 If you think yourselves weak, weak you will be; if you

think yourselves strong, strong you will be.

 The idea of man can mould his future. To achieve

something in life, believe in your idea and avoid self-

doubt, resentment and inferiority complex.

 The one who can win is the one that thinks and believes

he can.

Wordsofwisdom: “If we are aware that God always wants

the best for us, then we will also entrust ourselves to

Him more and more, we ask Him for help, advice and

support. It’s never too late, at any age to find the good

within oneself, because life does not come from without

but from within. Maximise present circumstances and see

what is possible. The Lord instructs...”101 Greatness

Propeller: Volume 4; Page 45
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UTILISE YOUR IDEA

As a child of God and with the Holy Spirit dwelling in you, you

have within you limitless potentials and ability. We are

sufficient in His sufficiency. It was this mentality that

inspired Paul to say “I can do all things through Christ which

strengthen me”. Philippians 4:13. Therefore, you must utilise

your potentials both to profit the kingdom of God and

dominate your world. This was illustrated by our Lord Jesus

Christ in Luke 19:10-16 with the parable of a rich man

travelling who gave his servants talents with an instruction to

‘occupy’ till he ‘comes’.

The initiative to utilize with one’s idea is captured in the

record of Habakkuk 2:2-3 “And the LORD answered me, and

said, Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he

may run that readeth it.“For the vision is yet for an appointed

time, but at the end it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry,

wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry.” This

can be analysed as follows:

a. Have a vision: Habakkuk. 2:3 ““And the LORD answered

me, and said, Write the vision...”

b. Write down every ideathat comes to your

mind:Habakkuk 2:2“... write the vision, and make it plain

upon tables...”

c. Let your vision be achievable:Habakkuk. 2:2“...and make

it plain upon tables...”
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d. Let your vision be time-bound: Habakkuk. 2:3 “For the

vision is yet for an appointed time...”

e. Review your idea:Habakkuk. 2:2“...that he may run that

readeth it.

f. Be committed to your idea: Habakkuk. 2:2“...that he may

run that readeth it.

g. Fertilise your idea:Habakkuk. 2:2“...that he may run that

readeth it.

h. Expect obstacles and handle them:Habakkuk. 2:3“For

the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it

shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it ...”

i. Believe it will surely come to pass: Habakkuk. 2:3

“...because it will surely come, it will not tarry.”

Words of wisdom:“No one can put a limit on you without

your permission, your struggle may be lasting but it is not

everlasting, the devil wants you to think there’s nothing

more permanent than your temporary situation. It’s the

struggle that makes you strong because you grow through

adversity not pleasure. Obstacles are part of life. The Lord

reflects...”101 Greatness propeller: Volume 4; Page 76

KILLERS OF IDEA

a. Self: The major enemy of man is self. A man that can

conquer self will be able to create something from

nothing. This entails self-control whichis the ability to

control impulses and reactions. This can also be

referred to as self-discipline, self regulation and

stability. Col. 3:5 says “Mortify therefore your

members which are upon the earth; fornication,



10

uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence,

and covetousness, which is idolatry”

Words of wisdom: God has given you a unique array

of talents and opportunities, the rest is up to you.

you are a unique blend of talents, skills and gifts

which makes you an indispensable member of the

body of Christ. In the great orchestra we call life,

you have an instrument, a song and you owe it to God

to play them both sublimely. You are the only person

on earth who can use your ability. The Lord

lives...”Greatness propeller: Volume 4; Page 34

b.Sin: Isaiah 59:1says“Behold, the Lord's hand is not

shortened, that it cannot save; nor His ear heavy, That it

cannot hear. But your iniquities have separated you from

your God; And your sins have hidden His face from you,

So that He will not hear.” To sin means to miss the mark,

standard and perfection of God. It is the transgression

of the law of God (I John 3:4) and rebellion against God

(Deuteronomy 9:7, Joshua. 1:18).

c. Ignorance and negligence: The Bible says in Matthew

13:24-30 that while the men slept, the enemies planted

evil seeds. This occurs when a person pay less attention

to issues that matters. It also happen when a person is

uninformed or lack knowledge about critical issues of life.

In Eph. 4:18, the Bible says “they are darkened in their

understanding, alienated from the life of God because of
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the ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of

heart”.

d.Laziness and lack of commitment: This is the act of

slothfulness, indolence and unwillingness to work. The

Bible says “A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding

of the hands to rest—and poverty will come on you like a

thief and scarcity like an armed man”. (Proverbs 6:10-

11).

e.Overconfidence(I Corinthians 9:27).This is a situation

whereby a person believes in himself and his might. It is

an act of refusal to subject to the authority of God. Rom.

13:1 says “Let every soul be subject unto the higher

powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers

that be are ordained of God.”

f. Connection to vision and mission destroyer (I

Corinthians. 6:15).This occurs when there is linkage

with forces that can destroy dream, vision, objective and

purpose in life. Connection with these types of forces can

prevent a person from getting to the Promised Land.

“And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part

hath he that believeth with an infidel?” I Corinthians.

6:15

g. Prayerlessness: We are commanded to Pray without

ceasing.Luke 18:1, Matthew 17:21 Lack of effective

prayer may hinder achievement of goals.

h.Demonic forces:Ephesians 6:12says “For

wewrestlenotagainstfleshandblood, but against

principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the
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darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in

high places...” The major enemy of man is Satan who is

cunning, crafty and deadly. John 10:10. However we are

victorious in Christ Jesus (John 16:33).

CRITERIA FOR CREATING SOMETHING OUT OF

NOTHING

a.Have a winning mind-set or “I can do it mentality”

Success and failure are neither accidental nor mysterious; but

subject to proper mindset and continuous practising coupled

with the grace of God. A believer should possesspirit of

excellence that makes him or her positive always. Remember

you are more than a conqueror. Have the mindset of winning.

Mindset is a phenomenon that has strong influences on the

way people see, think, talk, interprete situations and

rationalisation of actions and behaviours. It is important for

one to have a positive mindset because, it dominates the

thinking of people about social, political and economic issues.

As a believer, learn to say positive things to yourself; such as

“I will always win”, “I can do all things” or “I will always

triumph”. Nothing must weary you; including the weather,

finance, government policy, sickness and other forms of

discouragement.

Words of wisdom: “Growth and success don’t eliminate

obstacles, they create new ones. God is always working on

us and walking with us. The block of granite which was an

obstacle in the pathway of the weak becomes a stepping

stone in the pathway of the strong. No one is immune to

problems, if you want your place in the sun you’ll have to
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expect blisters. The Lord injects...”101Greatness

propeller: Volume 4; Page 74

b.Believe the Word of God

God’s word never return to Him void without

accomplishing the purpose for which it is sent (Isiah

55:10-11). His word is yea and amen.Whatever God has

said is established (Psalm 119:89). So believe God’s word

and His promises for your life

c. Let go of things that are past or inconsequential

Philippians 3:13 says “This one thing I do, forgetting those

things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things

which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of

the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”To create something

out of nothing, you must be prepared to forget the past and

ready to lose smaller games to win trophy. There are some

things that are inconsequential which devil can bring believers’

way to cause confusion and distraction. These must not be

given total attention because they are mere time waster.

Intuitively, be prepared to lose small battles to win a major

battle.

Words of wisdom: Don’t let your anticipation of the

future rob the value that exists in the present. Consider

the concept of all things growing in your life and put the

light on others as you‘ll be brighter because of it. Use

your head and don’t let your mouth get ahead of your

head as you apply what you know fullest in the presence
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of God the giver. The Lord drives... 101Greatness

propeller: Volume 3; Page 13

d.Work towards perfection

Working towards perfection means to succeed, victorious and

be well positioned. It means to strive to have a perfect heart

and do things perfectly. This does not mean that mistake

cannot happen along the way; what matters is that the act

must be done with perfect heart. Many Christians believe it is

impossible to be perfect. This is a wrong notion as it is

possible to be perfect by working towards perfection. This

can be in two ways; firstly, perfection of the heart - Mat.

5:48 and secondly perfection of action 2Cor.13:11, 2Peter1:15-

16. This is important to a Christian because it is a requirement

from God “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your father which

is in heaven is perfect” (Matthew 5:48).This is a command

from God and not optional. God knows it is possible to be

perfect before He commands us to be so.

Words of wisdom: One of the biggest mistakes you can

make is to believe you work for someone else. No matter

how many bosses you appear to have, you really work for

the Lord. You can’t look to others as your source. Seize

the opportunities God sends to invest in yourself. Listen



15

more and talk less. The Lord leads...” Greatness propeller:

Volume 3; Page 65

e.Have courage not fear

God has not given unto us the spirit of fear but of power, love

and sound mind. II Timothy. 1:7.Courage is the ability to

perform our activities and confront opposition without fear.

In the battle of life, there are times when quitting looks good

because defeat appears inescapable. In such situation, retreat

looks like the only option. A believer must be bold and

courageous because the battle is tough. The Bible says from

the days of John the Baptist, the kingdom of heaven suffers

violence and it is only the violence that can take it by force.

Words of wisdom: “A prudent person foresees the

danger ahead and takes precautions, the simpleton goes

blindly on and suffers the consequences. The best way to

solve your own problem is to help someone solve his. In

every success story, you find someone has made a

courageous decision. Get aligned with a clear vision. The

Lord reveals.....” Greatness propeller: Volume 3; Page

62

f.Avoid doubt and refuse to be discouraged

The Bible says in I Samuel 30:6 that: “... David encouraged

himself in the LORD his God”.Discouragement and doubt are

related weapons that the devil is using to prevent believers

from winning battles. They are great enemies of faith and

they constitute clogs to realising our expectations in God.
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Doubt usually creeps in a subtle manner to discourage us in

achieving our objectives. For example when Peter was asked

by our Lord Jesus Christ to join on the sea, he was going on;

but when fear and doubt set in, he was discouraged was

sinking.

g.Refuse to compromise and reject limitation

A true believer must not compromise his stand for any reason.

In Daniel 1:8, the Bible recorded that Daniel refused to

compromise his stand even in a strange land. Also, Joseph did

not let God down in the house of Potiphar. Gen. 39:1-10. You

must refuse to mortgage your integrity and dignity. There are

lots of restrictions and drawbacks that Satan has set for us;

the one that will create something out of nothing must not

succumb and must reject limitation. These include limitation

by birth, age, sex, place of origin, academic qualifications and

others.

h.Prepared to encounter challenges

Suffering and adversities are parts of our calling to the

ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ; therefore, the one that will

create something out of nothing must be ready to encounter

challenges. Our Lord Jesus Christ warned us in John 16:33

that we should expect challenges; however, He promised to

always see us through. He said “These things I have spoken

unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall

have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the

world.”
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Words of wisdom: “No one can put a limit on you without

your permission, your struggle may be lasting but it is not

everlasting, the devil wants you to think there’s nothing

more permanent than your temporary situation. It’s the

struggle that makes you strong because you grow through

adversity not pleasure. Obstacles are part of life. The

Lord reflects...” 101 Greatness propeller: Volume 4;

Page 76

i. Be focused, purposeful and committed

Appropriate focus on ones idea can position a believer to

create something out of nothing. It can make a person reach

the destination on time. There is need for a special focus on

ones idea, vision and mission.Commitment requires dedication,

endurance and with rugged determination. As a child of God, you must

have a drive and ability to learn new things.“I can do all things

through Christ that strengthens me.” Philippians4:13

j. Prepare to sacrifice

Believers should be ready to let go, give up and forfeit certain

things to attain a desired goal. 2 Cor. 4:7-18. It entails

willingness to abandon, surrender, forgo, renounce, relinquish,

yield, or waive a right in order to accomplish a feet. This

includes separation from evil and its agents. 2 Cor. 6:14 and

having dominion over sin. God expects us to be dedicated,

committed and loyal to Him above earthly things. “For the

wisdom of this world is foolishness with God…” (I Corinthians

3:19).
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Words of wisdom: Investment doesn’t cost, it pays.

You cannot fulfil your destiny without applying the

principle of investing in yourself. God regularly sends

us divine opportunities for investment in ourselves,

He does the first through His Word which is the

best investment we can put into ourselves. Don’t

miss the silver lining only looking for the gold. The

Lord creates...” Greatness propeller: Volume 4;

Page 20

CONCLUSION

For anyone to exhibit the character of God and be able to

create something out of nothing, he or she must be in the

Lord and live a holy life (John 3:16, I Peter1:15 Luke 1 74-

75). You cannot belong to the devil and succeed in life.

Success attained from the devil is for a while leads to hell

fire. Only success from God lasts and will lead you to eternity

in God’s kingdom. Therefore, be righteous; for in

righteousness God will establish you. (Isaiah 54:14).

Endeavour to be totally separated unto the Lord (II

Corinthians 6:15-20). You must perceive success as your

birthright and not prepared to settle for anything less. You

must choose to win, plan for it and work towards it.

As a soldier of the cross, we are admonished to endure

hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ (II Timothy 2:3).

These include overcoming self-indulgence, ego, pride, anger
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and others. To this end, there must be continuous self-

assessment and appraisal to discover areas of deviations. A

believer must be able to control impulses and reactions that

can hinder excellence. There should be self-discipline, self-

regulation and stability to overcome obsessions and fears on

the way.

Words of wisdom: To everything there is a season

and a time to every purpose under heaven, different

things happen during different seasons. Your

success has little to do with speed but much to do

with timing and direction. Let us not become weary

in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a

harvest if we do not give up. The Lord rewards...”

Greatness propeller: Volume 1; Page 59




